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Help Us, Please!

by Fred Dwyer

. _ , St. Rose Pro-Life/Pro-Family Committee Officers
We are 1.1 million babiesvhose mothers will choose to
take our lives this year. Two hundred eighty-one Editor of Life Matters — Fred Dwyer
thousand of us because our moms want to postpone Chairperson — Steve Moore
childbearing. Another 234,000 will be discarded daese Secretary - Mariotte Corson
mom doesn't think she can afford us. One hundfgd f Treasurer — Ambi Moore
five thousand because of a "relationship” probldaddy Spiritual Director - Fr. Peter J. Towsley
doesn't want us. One hundred thirty-five thousand

because mom is still a child herself and her pareot
others, decide we must die in her best interestme
hundred nineteen thousand of us will die to enatxden

to continue her education or advance her careghty= Vital Distinctionsin Organ Donation

seven thousand of us because_ mom doesn't want more by Paul A. Byrne. M.D.

children, 36,000 because there is some suspedtkedari Submitted by Bob & Joan Dyer

our health, 30,000 because Mom's health is irstipre .

and finally 23,000 of us will die for "other" ream We We are constantly propagandized to become organ

don't want to die, we want to live. We don't knoiuy donors. Many sign donor cards or indicate theiirde®

our mothers won't love us, we'll always love younmo donate organs when they receive or renew theiredsv
licenses, but are they sufficiently informed to eiv

How CanYouHelp? meaningful consent?

Organ and tissue donation can be divided into four
general categories. 1.) A living person can givewvital
organs and tissues to another person without ogusin
death, severe injury, or disabling mutilation tdf.sEor
example, he might give one of two kidneys, or bone
marrow. 2.) Tissues including corneas, heart valves
bones, skin, ligaments and tendons can be takem aft
death, that is, after the heart is no longer bgadimd there

is destruction of the vital systems, including aletory,
respiratory and central nervous systems. 3.) \ditghns,
such as the heart, liver, lungs, pancreas, andtingcan

be harvested from persons declared "brain deadith S
persons are beating-heart "donors." 4:) Organdaken
from "non heart-beating donors (NHBD)." A NHBD is a
living person with normal vital signs and a bralmatt is
functioning. The person is first taken off alleliBupport
including the ventilator. When the pulse is nodgen
palpated for about 5 minutes, the organs are takar

"Whosoever shall scandalize one of these little the organs are taken, the patient is dead.
The first two categories encompass organ and tissue

ones that believe in me; it were better for him tie donation that may constitute charitable acts, even

millstone were hanged around his neck, and he commendable gifts of life. The latter, howevemstitute
were cast into the sea.Mark 9:41 a form of epivalothanasia ("imposed death") in vahilce
"gift of life" is the immoral taking of the life othe
"donor" through the excision of a vital organ ogans.

Note in Category 3.) Organs are taken after a detiden
of "brain death," not after factual death. Thesperfrom

You can pray, you can take political action, yanc
support abortion alternatives (adoption, childbgri
support organizations) you can help to educatsy gan
join Pro-Life organizations because there is stiferig
numbers. You can join the St. Rose Pro-Life/Pro-
Family Committeeand do any or all of the preceding.
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month in the
Monsignor Conroy room at 7:30 p.mWe need you. We
need people with ideas, people willing to both |eeud
follow. We do not have all the answers, we onlyeha
burning desire to bring back to our culture a Healt
respect for the sanctity of life. Help us to helfp million
babies this year.




whom a beating heart is taken could well have baen
person not very different from you and me. Moselyk

he was able to walk and talk, but then something
happened, possibly brain injury from an accident, a
stroke, or decreased oxygen to the brain. Now e &
intensive care unit (ICU) and a ventilator is a&sig his
breathing.  The ventilator——commonly mislabeled a
"respirator'—is a machine that moves air into tegs. It
can be effective only if there are functioning riesory
and circulatory systems to add oxygen to the bland
carry the blood to and from the tissues of the bdde
heart is beating; there is normal blood pressumnéact
internal organs and systems maintain the unity and
oneness of the body. When a light is shined intoeye,
the pupil response is not seen. When ice wateutisnpo

the ear, there is no response. No cough or gagdntmeil
observed. Other brain stem reflexes might be exatu

A neurologist makes a declaration of "brain deatkihg
one of many different sets of criteria. The neugadd or
hospital can use any of these divergent sets. Taus,
person could be declared "brain dead" if one sefsexd,
but not be declared "brain dead" if another setewer
employed.

When patients declared "brain dead" are treatadadsof
having their beating hearts cut out, they can oometito
live. Pregnant women have given birth months after
having been declared "brain dead." Thus, the editdthe
Journal of the American Medical Association wrote,
"Now we are told a brain dead patient can nurtuchik

in the womb, which permits live birth several weglest-
mortem." Perhaps this is the straw that breaks the
conceptual camel's back." Recently an article Ha t
medical journal, Neurology, reported on more tha8 1
patients who have survived longer than one weedr aft
declaration of "brain death." One of these patiéntive

15 years after the declaration of "brain death."”

The Uniform Determination of Death Act (UDDA)
accepts two separate, readily distinguishable,icain
situations as "death," both of which can be matefits
successively in the same individual. As noted, an
individual can be declared "brain dead" based onain
many different sets of criteria for asserting "weesible
cessation of all functions of the entire brain.'pérson is
living until dead. The statute and the practicenefdicine
can result in declaring someone dead by one set of
criteria, yet living by another set.

In the case of transplantation, after "brain de&tis been
declared, the ventilator and other life suppoxastinued
until it is convenient to harvest the "donor's" amg.
Everyone present can witness the intact circulatory
system via the beeping of the heart monitor andsiteal
display of the signals from the beating heart, & as
the recordable blood pressure. The intact respirat
system is manifest through the normal color of k.
The exchange of oxygen and carbon dioxide can be
verified by determining blood gasses (pH, pt@nd
pG,). The intact interdependence of circulatory and
respiratory systems can be readily observed byyappl
pressure to the skin, resulting in blanching, whigh be
followed by return of normal color within a few seals
after removal of the pressure. Through more
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sophisticated means, an intact endocrine systetmitgy,
thyroid, and adrenal hormone production) can be
demonstrated.  An intact functioning liver can be
documented through laboratory tests.

Clearly there are many signs present in "brain tead
patients, including the vital signs, that physisiaand
laymen are accustomed to associate with being .alive
After the beating heart is excised, however, figdimore
commonly identified with the fact of death, that i
circulation or breathing, can be observed. Deprioé
organs needed to sustain life, the "donor" will dudd,
blue, pale, and stiff—in short, dead.

Are we not being asked to accept two medically
distinguishable situations as legally equivalent? say
that a patient with a beating heart, normal putsemal
blood pressure, normal color, and normal tempegaisir
"dead" is a lie. The force of law will not maketrue.
Great care must be taken not to declare a persad de
even one moment before death has occurred. Easbrper
is unique and irrepeatable. A person is entireilyealintil
dead. Death ought to be declared only after the—faot
before. To declare death prematurely is to commit a
fundamental injustice. A person is living even anment
before death and must be treated as such. Every dim
heart is taken for transplant, it is a beating héaat is
excised. It takes about an hour of surgery to renre
heart. During this time, it is common for the sdiax
"donor" to be given a paralyzing drug, but not an
anesthetic. It has been reported that when thasiarciis
made to take the organs, there is an increaseair rete
and blood pressure. Could this occur if the persene
dead? The answer is no. A doctor or other medical
personnel must never impose death on a patientufo
out a beating heart is imposing death on a patient.

It is easy to move one's emotions with images gaor
recipients resuming "normal lives" after they have
received a heart, but what about the life of theal®
Was the donor in fact dead? If there is any dolloua
the fact of death, may one carry out an action it
impose death on another? Who sheds tears for ttiensi

of utilitarian euthanasia?

It is wrong to impose death on an innocéoiman
being and to participate in its impositionikdwise,
we should not encourage others to participate garmr
transplantation unless all doubts about death Hmeaen
removed. Everyone getting a driver's license ougHie
informed of the truth about the "brain death" hbafore
saying "yes" or "no" to the question, "Do you wamte

an organ donor?" After all, your life may well depleon
your answer.

"As the Father loves me, so | also love y

Remain in My love" John 15:8




Our Holy Father’s Prayer

O Mary, bright dawn of the new world, Mother of th
living, to you do we entrust the cause of life: Lodown,
O Mother, upon the vast numbers of babies not alémv
to be born, of the poor whose lives are made diffic of
men and women who are victims of brutal violencd,
the elderly and the sick killed by indifference aut of
misguided mercy. Grant that all who believe in yoBon
may proclaim the Gospel of life with honesty andréoto
the people of our time. Obtain for them the grace
accept that Gospel as a gift ever new; the joy [Bf
celebrating it with gratitude throughout their live and
the courage to bear witness to it resolutely, inder to
build, together with all people of good will, th
civilization of truth and love, to the praise andaygy of
God, the Creator and lover of life. Amen.

-from The Gospel of life, Pope John Paul II, 1995

(Excerpted from)

The Tiniest Patient

Focus On The Family, January 2001
By Andrea Vinley
Submitted by Tom Nathanson

Shaped like a banana, the lower part of Samuedis lis
pressed against his skull. Discovered at only 14kse
gestation, the defect will only get worse as higirbris
pushed further into his skull by leaking spinalidluHis
future promises severe physical handicaps and brain
damage—both results of spina bifida. According he t
Spina Bifida Association of America, the condition
affects about 4,000 pregnancies in the United Stawery
year. Approximately half the women whose babies are
diagnosed with spina bifida choose abortion. Afiso
miscarriages, this was not the diagnosis Alex aulik J
Annas were hoping for for their unborn son. "Itely
parent's nightmare to find out your baby has somgth
wrong with it," Alex said. "You never think it withappen

to you." Yet God had something else in mind for the
Amases, who live in Douglasville, Ga., just west of
Atlanta. Through a university, a newspaper and a
photographer, God changed Samuel's life and steuck
chord for those defending life around the world.

The three catalysts

VanderbiltUniversity
Open fetal surgery for spina bifida is performedoaly
two hospitals in the United States, Children's Hapf
Philadelphia and Vanderbilt in Nashville. This inative
surgery performed in utero is intended to decrehse
handicaps associated with spina bifida by reversing
malformations in the brain and preventing the prezed
build up of spinal fluid (hydrocephalus). Controser
surrounds the surgery for spina bifida because the
procedure is life-threatening and the conditionnis.
Also, the long-term benefits of the surgery arenown
since it is relatively new.

USAToday
The newspaper editorial staff wanted to cover al fet
surgery for spina bifida, particularly one beingfpemed
at the earliest possible stage. Before Samuelsatipe,
the earliest fetal surgery had been at 23 weeksade
complications arise, a 23-week-old fetus is able to
survive, with medical help, outside the womb. Efffez
measures to save a baby any younger do not cuyrrentl
exist. Samuel was to be operated on at 21 weeksibec
of the severity of his condition. USA Today contatthe
Armases for permission to be present in the opeyati
room. The Armases agreed.

ThePhotographof the Century

Freelance photographer Michael Clancy was hired by
USATodayto photograph the surgery. At the end of the
surgery Dr. Joseph Bruner was preparing to closéheap
opening in Julie's uterus when Samuel's hand slijope.
Bruner reached down with his finger and held Satauel
tiny hand. Clancy shot a photo.

Julie and Alex, both 29, were raised by Christianepts.
Their lives had been pretty smooth, no major trials
troubles—until they tried having children. Though
miscarriages and the diagnosis of Samuel's comditio
challenged their views of God and life, they never
guestioned whether to bring Samuel into the wdtthu
can live your whole life without having to prove uo
beliefs through action," Alex said. "It's nice laog back

to see that it was never an option to compromise ou
beliefs."

Once they knew Samuel had spina bifida, Julieyla f
time nurse, began researching the disease. Heremoth
found information about the fetal surgery, and éelsli
doctor put them in touch with Dr. Bruner at Vandkirb
After thorough counseling about the potential risttee
Armases believed it was the best choice.

"If Samuel had already been born and there wasgesy

we knew would help him, we would take that riskniake

his life better,” Julie said. "We didn't want tovkeathe
regret of, What if when he gets older this surgery is
standard and we didn 't take that chance?"

On Aug. 19, 1999, Dr. Bruner began the delicate
procedure to remove Julie's womb from her body—



delicate because any major disruption could serig Ju
into early labor. Then Dr. Noel Tulipan operated on
Samuel through a 3-to-4 inch incision in Julie'srus.
Risks of high blood loss and infection existed bmth
Julie and Samuel. Tulipan worked with micro-instants

to enclose the exposed spinal cord, using sutinasdr
than a human hair. About an hour later Dr. Bruner
reinserted her womb. Mother and child had a fewsday
the hospital to recover. On Dec. 2, three and aviraéks
before his due date, Samuel was born by Cesaretinrse
weighing 5 pounds, 11 ounces.

Historic birth announcement
"We really didn't want to have USA Today cover the
surgery at first," Alex said, "but Julie said thigs an
opportunity to increase awareness on two levels: th
decision to keep the baby and as an alternativiheo
surgery required right after birth." If they deaidto let
the newspaper cover someone else's surgery, Jake w
afraid it might have been a couple who chose thgesy
simply because they thought it was too late to have
abortion. "We wanted the message to be, 'Yeahe'ther
something wrong with our child, but it's not thedeof
the world." It makes me sad to think that there swe
many babies like Samuel who are killed just because
they're imperfect,” Julie said. "We all have impgetfons.
Some of them are just more visible than others."
Julie and Alex were not the only ones whose pm-Ilif
beliefs were affirmed. Once the photo of Samuedisdh
around Dr. Bruner's finger was published, pro-life
advocates claimed it as proof of human life befairéh.
The U.S. House of Representatives' Judiciary
Subcommittee on the Constitution used Samuel'sophot
during the partial-birth abortion debates. "The tynie
unambiguously illustrates the humanity of an unborn
child at approximately the same stage of pregnaxy
most infants who are killed by partial-birth abortj"
Brad Clanton, counsel for the subcommittee, toldAUS
Today. "No reasonable person could look at thatupgc
and deny that that is a tiny member of the humae,ra
with an arm, a hand, fingers and a sense of toute've
gotten calls, letters, e-mails from people all ovbe
world who have heard the story—all because of the
photograph, of course," Alex said.

“A year after open fetal s
surgery, Julie, Alex and Samuel
attend a fetal surgery reunion
at Vanderbilt University.

Life Dynamics Incorporated
Information provided by John Leitner

(First paragraph excerpted from Woe to the Bloodyy,Cby Joseph
Collision, in New Oxford Review, November 2000.@atlision is the
Director of Pro-Life Activities of the Diocese obich, CT)

"In 1992 a dynamic prolife leader, Mark Crutcher,
founded Life Dynamics to provide litigious suppdor
malpractice attorneys who represent women seriously
harmed or killed during abortions. He and his aisesn
amassed a file of 6,000 documents. While compiling
documentation, Crutcher's group discovered that
thousands of women had suffered serious injurycdteh
death at the hands of abortionists. They also desea
workers in abortion mills who'd come to realize the
enormity of what they were doing. These workers
supplied Crutcher with the inside information thate
Dynamics used to publishime 5 a book describing
hundreds of truly appalling cases, referenced ierov
seven hundred footnotes, of women Kkilled, injured,
degraded, and sexually assaulted during abortitms.
1999 Crutcher published two more shockers. Thd firs
was Access a book of quotes by abortionists, abortion
mill operators, and medical students showing the
murderous incompetence of abortionists and thelppa
conditions in abortion mills. Several months latame
the second, even more shocking, revelation whee Lif
Dynamics issued the first edition bife Talk, a monthly
videotaped expose of the abortion industry."

(the following quotations are from Mr. Crutchewsitings)

In Access Mark Crutcher advances the concept that pro-
abortion forces are being overcome by social pressu
which make being an abortionist unacceptable. thes:
"Today, abortion advocates are openly saying that t
future of abortion is in serious jeopardy, simpichuse
access to abortion is evaporating, and their deathps
are closing because of it. What the American aborti
industry is discovering, is that just as women chaose
to have abortions, doctors can choose not to parfor
them." Mr. Crutcher further states, "For the alworti
industry, the real problem is that being an abaitibis
not consistent with the image that the medical comity
wants to project. If you survey 100,000 physicians
regarding their political positions on abortion,ulb get
100,000 different opinions. But ask them what thepk
about abortionists, and there will be virtual umaity.
Even the most hard-core abortion advocate knows tha
abortionists are the losers and washouts of mealicin
While few may publicly admit it, they all realizadt no
one goes through the ordeal of medical schoolrnstap,
and residency to be known as an abortionist. Leigai
abortion may have kept a lot of abortionists frommng to
jail, but it did absolutely nothing to change thergeption
that they are the scum of the medical communityatTis
the primary reason why there is such a wide digpari
between the number of people in the medical comiyuni
who label themselves "pro-choice" and the numbeo wh
are willing to work in an abortion clinic."

If you would like to obtain a free copy éiccessand/or a
free sample issue dife Talk, pleasecall Life Dynamics,
toll-free at 1-800-401-6494.



from ACCESS by Mark Crutcher

"It's true that abortion providers are perceive
as not very good doctors--that they have o
alternative so they do abortions, that thdy
cannot earn a living any other way.'Richard
Hausknecht, Abortionist, in The New York Times Maig@, Janual

18, 1998.

"We try to make this procedure safe a
dignified. Yet we are ostracized by ofr
colleagues and we're attacked by tHle
community. Why is this? What's going 0

here?" Malcolm Potts, Pro-Abortion Professor, National Afmm
Federation Annual Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, AR809.

"[Doing abortions] can make you feel bad .
No matter how pro-choice you are, it makds

you feel low." unidentified New York Abortionist in The Ne
York Times Magazine, January 18, 1998.

Mother to Mother
by Celeste Vodola

Hail, Mary!

It's me, again. Thanks for listening.

Full of Grace,

Intercede for me, that | may treat my children wgtiace
and patience today.

The Lord is with thee.

Intercede for me, that | may see the child Jesesaah of
my children's faces.

Blessedart thou amongwomen,

Intercede for me, that | may remember that you
experienced the pains and discomforts of pregnamcly
labor under adverse conditions. May | be ever §ubfer
the comforts that surround me.

And blesseds the Fruit of thy womb,

Intercede for us, that all of humanity may recognilzat
Jesus, like all humans, has been everything thaisHe
from the time of His conception.

Jesus.

Intercede for us, that we may see Our Brother énfélces
of everyone whom we meet.

Holy Mary,

Yep, it's still me.

Mother of God,

Intercede for us, that we may be aware at all tithaswe
are brothers and sisters to one another and ts dasswell
as His sons and daughters.

Prayfor ussinners,

That we may acknowledge our weaknesses and repent o
failings.

Now, and at the hour of our death,

Intercede for us, that we may remember that youndtte
us always.

Amen.

Thanks, again, for listening.

Motherhood, Fatherhood, and
Childhood Begin at Fertilization
The Washington D.C. “March for

Life,” Jan. 22, a Newcomer's View
by Peter Cloonan

| am new to the Pro-Life effort. This summer | died it
was time to act. Time to make some move that legld
to saving a baby’s life. | joined up with our s Pro-
Life/Pro-Family Committee and | decided to go te th
“March for Life”. | took the day off work and mehy
fellow marchers at 5:00 AM. My first emotions were
what am | doing here? | can't afford the time avilaym
work. That quickly changed. | feel enriched bylay
spent singing and praying for Pro-Life change. a@yd
spent with good people, God loving people. Speandin
time with Fr. Peter elevated my thoughts and resind
me what a blessing he and all our Priests arere Idehe
story of a great day spent with good people, néends
and prayer.

w - —.
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In Washington: (left to right) David Faust, Feter, Melissa Sebestyen
(photo by Brian Corson)

We began with a good sleep on the bus. We managed
fill a bus with parishioners from St. Rose and othe
parishes. Our journey began with prayer and theaRo
We arrived at the March just a little bit early. whas
surprised to see thenights of Columbus lead us in the
Pledge of Allegiance and everywhere | looked theeee
Knights of Columbus signs. It turns out that theidhts
have been a key supporter of the “March for Lifet 28
years.

The “March for Life” is run every year on Janufry
22, to properly protest the Supreme Colrt's
infamous abortion decisions and to petifon
Congress for redress. This was th& 28ition o
the event. Find out more:atvww.marchforlife.org

When we arrived in DC the crowd was already huge.
was never able to see the rally speakers. We edjay
couple of hours of speakers. | offer a few of the
highlights:

Representative Steve Chabot of Ohid;...| am Pro-
Life! Our efforts have been thwarted by former
President Clinton....We can expect support from
President Bush!



Representative Eric Cantor of Virginia; “...we
will have a Partial Birth Law!.. The American
Medical Association, (AMA) says that there is no
problem and no malady for which the care or cure is
murder-a-preborn!...We need to promote adoption!
Representative Mellissa Hart of Pennsylvania;
“...make a difference to this horrible offence to the
precious gift that a child is...”

Senator Sam Brownback of Kansas;"“...Our

message to America, our message to Congress is that /mmaculate Conception, a fantastic place.

life begins at conception...is the young person i th
womb a person or a piece of property? Property tha
can be discarded, never to be recreated! Diminish
one life and you diminish all life. God wants osdo

it. Pray for life. March on for those that are ye
come...”

Representative Christopher Smith of New Jersey
gave us a statement from the “White House”;
“...unborn people are persons and should be
protected!...”. A statement dated today from
President George W. Bush.

Representative Mike Pence of Indiana; “Pro-Life

and | don't apologize for it.....It is written on the
Jefferson Memorial; God gave us the gift of life...”
Representative Todd Akin of Missouri; “What is

the most important part of the US Constitution?
...life, liberty & the pursuit of happiness.
Government has a been instituted to protect life....”
Carl Anderson, Knights of Columbus; “...defend

life, let children live...we need a culture & societly
life....”

Archbishop Hermen; “...Human Life Is A Gift of
God..”

Nellie Gray, President, March for Life Education &
Defense Fund, read for us a list of no less than 35
Pro-Life Organizations that are working to end
abortion and to help pregnant mothers and the
women victimized by abortion. She let us know that
we were blessed with the company of 4 Cardinals, 2
Archbishops, 19 Bishops and 3 Auxiliary Bishops.

As the rally came to an end a second message came f
the “White House”. We were told that President Bus
had decided to restore our country's policy of tdgtlding
US taxpayer’s dollars from overseas organizatidreg t
promote abortion.

Following the rally we began our march. There wsoe
many people that it was over a half an hour befoee
began to move. We marched from the Washington
Monument, down Constitution Avenue to the Supreme
Court Building. On a Monday in Washington, theestr
was completely filled with people for hours. Wenga
hymns, and people all around us were either singing
hymns or praying. It was beautiful. There waptaxe |
would have rather been. Here are some of the lbsnne
that were being carried:

“Jeremiah 1:5 — Before | formed you in the womb
| knew you”

“Defend Life”

“Abortion Stops A Beating Heart”

“It's A Girl Not A Choice”
“It's A Boy Not A Choice”
“Pro-Women/Pro-Life”
“Face it / Abortion Kills”
“Respect the Gospel of Life”
“Surprised by the Truth”

After 10 hours together we went to Mass. We atteind
Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
We were
pumped, pumped on talking to God. | never headh su
full heated service participation. It was crowdater at
dinner. You never heard so many polite peopleingin

line and milling about. We came to try to help hes
and babies and left with an increased feeling @fcer
See you next year!

In Washington: (left to right) Kevin Donovan, Lindsloritz, John
Leitner, Queta Donovan, Mike Meehan (in backgrowmtler street
lamp), Claire Berlioux, and Melissa Berlioux. (pbdty Brian Corson)

The street was completely filled with people fouho
(photo by Brian Corson)

" Suffer the little children to come unto me, and foid
them not; for of such is the kingdom of God.Mark 10:14




